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Pelosi Statement at Filipino American Conference 
 
Washington, D.C. -- House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi released the following statement 
today on the National Federation of Filipino American Associations National Empowerment 
Conference: 

 
“Congratulations to the National Federation of Filipino American Associations on your National 
Empowerment Conference.  Your success is evidenced by the increase in the participation of 
Filipino Americans in government, commerce, law, economic development, and in all aspects of 
American life. 
 
“I also want to extend my congratulations to Loida Nicolas Lewis, the National Chair, for 
continuing to be a champion for all Filipino Americans. 
 
“As the Representative of California's 8th District, it is my privilege to represent a strong 
Filipino American community that is a vital part of San Francisco's world-renowned diversity.  
For centuries, the Filipino American community has made great contributions to our country. 
 
“As the Democratic Leader in Congress, I am honored to lead the only diverse Caucus in 
Congress, which includes the Congressional Black, Hispanic, and Asian Pacific American 
Caucuses.  It was my privilege to appoint Congressman Robert Matsui to lead the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee, making him the highest ranking Asian Pacific American in 
Congressional history. 
  
“House Democrats are committed to pursuing legislation on issues vital to the Filipino American 
community, including providing full equity to Filipino veterans. With the leadership of 
Congressman Bob Filner of San Diego, Democrats are pushing to provide full benefits to the 
courageous Filipino soldiers, scouts and guerillas who were central to Allied victory in the 
Pacific theater during World War II. 
 
“Filipino veterans who have fought for freedom and liberty should not have to fight their own 
government for the benefits they deserve.  On the battlefield, the military pledges to leave no 
soldier behind.  As a nation, let it be our pledge that when they return home, we will leave no 
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veteran behind.  More than 170 Democrats have signed onto legislation to provide equity to the 
Filipino veterans, and I call on my colleagues on the other side of the aisle to do the same.  
 
“House Democrats are also pursuing legislation that would benefit Filipino Americans and all 
Americans on the issues of health care, immigration, and civil rights.  I am proud to co-sponsor 
the Healthcare Equality and Accountability Act to eliminate health care disparities. The Safe, 
Orderly, Legal Visas and Enforcement Act would streamline the current arbitrary and broken 
immigration system. And Democrats have introduced the End Racial Profiling Act to protect the 
civil rights of all Americans. 
 
“I thank Congressman Mike Honda and Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky for their leadership on 
Filipino American issues and for representing House Democrats at this conference.   
 
“It is a priority of House Democrats to keep an open dialogue with the Filipino American 
community.  Your input and contributions now are critical, and I look forward to continuing our 
work together.  Thank you again for all your hard work, and please accept my best wishes for a 
successful conference.” 
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